COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR     237
made an offensive and defensive alliance. This
"Triple Alliance" is a combination of the transport
workers, the railway employees, and the coal miners.
Their officers hold the keys of industry; should they
strike in unison Great Britain could not function.
They have each, however, struck separately and
the demands of the coal miners will give an indication
of the present trend of mind of the British worker.
They asked for:
1.  A six-hour day.
2.  A minimum wage of a pound sterling a day.
3.  The nationalization of the mines.
The strike of the miners was not left to the people
concerned; the public intervened through a commis-
sion appointed by the Government and that com-
mittee refused nationalization for the present but
granted a day which would gradually shorten to
six hours and made a substantial increase in wages.
They also recommended that a penny be taken from
each ton of coal mined and applied to the bettering
of housing conditions. It came out before that com-
mission that the mine owners had consistently more
than doubled the price of coal with each wage in-
crease previously granted and this has directed the
attention of labour generally to the subject of the